
NYAA PLAY TIME POLICY 
 
Purpose: 

1. To provide all children ages four (4) and above of all skills and experience levels and 
opportunity to play recreational youth sports. 

2. To provide a guideline for coaches so they can provide adequate playtime for all 
children. 

3. To provide an understanding of the playtime guidelines for parents so they can 
realistically set their expectations and govern themselves accordingly. 

4. To provide parents and coaches with a clear path to follow for resolutions of grievances, 
real or perceived, that may arise with a child’s play time. 

5. To provide children with 25% playing time in all levels or as designated by leagues; 
league policies prevails.  
 

Definitions: 
 Playtime / Participation time 
 Participation and Playing time are two different things. Participation in practices is 
guaranteed to all players, but equal playing time in games for any player is not always 
guaranteed. Guidelines on play time for certain sports are generally governed by the leagues in 
which NYAA participates. 
 
Responsibilities: 
 
Coaches Responsibilities 
 
 

1. Education- to teach each child the proper skills to compete, enjoy the sport, and provide 
a strong fundamental skill base for the future. 

2. Participation- To include all children in learning opportunities provided in practices and 
competitions by abiding to the minimal playtime guidelines set by each team’s respective 
leagues. 

3. Safety- To promote and ensure player safety on the practice field and on the field of play. 
Coaches will encourage proper technique and provide adequate training to ensure 
player safety before the child may play in a competitive environment. 

4. Sportsmanship- To lead, by example, by demonstrating fair play and good 
sportsmanship. Coaches will encourage hard work and dedication, thereby upholding 
the integrity of the sport. 

5. To provide equal play opportunities for all youth regardless of race, creed, sex, economic 
status or ability. 
 
 

Player Responsibilities 
 
 

1. Be Coachable- To pay attention, listen, be respectful and follow instructions. Understand 
that there are incentives for working hard and following directions and consequences for 
not listening to coaches. 
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2. Be Present- To show up to each game and practice on time and ready to do their job 
consistently for the benefit of their team.  

3. Be a Team Player- To work hard by giving their all and going the extra mile in order to 
learn and improve skills for the benefit of themselves and their team. 

4. Be a Leader- Players represent NYAA and are expected to maintain a positive attitude, 
refraining from negative talk, profanity, bullying or name-calling, etc.  

 
Parent Responsibilities 
 
 

1. To ensure your child arrives on time and is in attendance for practices and games. 
Playing time may be restricted if a child knowingly misses practices or games for 
reasons considered inexcusable. (Excused absences may consist of illnesses, doctor 
appointments, injuries, personal matters, or essentially the same reasons that a child 
would be excused from school.) Even in the case of excused absences, the player may 
miss play time if the missed practices inhibit the child from playing safety or the child 
missed significant training essential to game play.  

2. To understand that participation and playing time are two different things. Participation in 
practices is guaranteed to all players, but equal playing time in games for any player is 
not always guaranteed.  

3. To understand that coaches will make every effort to provide as much play time to 
players as possible, taking into account individual game situations and adhering to 
minimum playtime limits set by the leagues which the sport participates.  

4. To respectfully communicate with the team mom and/or coach if you feel that there is an 
issue with your child’s play time. Discuss the reasons why your child’s playtime is not 
meeting your expectations and discuss ways in which your child may be able to improve 
play time.  

5. No tolerance for aggressive behavior towards a coach, another fan, referee, or umpire 
will be tolerated.  

6. If there is an issue, please follow the 24 hour rule. No discussions with coaches until 24 
hours after the game. At that time a meeting can be set up. The meeting must consist of 
a minimum of two or more coaches.  

7. Parents are not coaches. 
8. To provide equal play opportunities for all youth regardless of race, creed, sex, economic 

status or ability. 
 
Rational 
 
All children deserve the opportunity to play regardless of race, creed, sex, economic status and 
ability. Coaches, parents, and league administrators should recognize stereotyping and demand 
that prejudice of any type be prohibited. Every effort should be made to provide financial 
assistance to those unable to afford participation, including the cost of safe equipment. Adult 
youth sports’ leaders must teach acceptance, tolerance and respect for people of all abilities, 
sizes, shapes, colors and cultural economic backgrounds.  
 
Notification Statement of Nondiscrimination 
The Northwestern Youth Athletic Association (NYAA) prohibits discrimination on the basis of 
race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability in admissions, access, treatment, or 
employment, in its programs and activities.  
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Questions or concerns regarding this policy should be directed to: 
 
NYAA 
℅ President 
PO Box 7 
New Tripoli, PA 18066 
 
Email: nyaapresident1@gmail.com 
 

 

CHILD PROTECTION POLICY 

Approved and submitted: January 2016 

Policy and Procedures for the Protection of Children and Youth 

NYAA welcomes everyone and is committed to helping individuals and families enjoy 
athletics. 

We also recognize that today’s society is not immune from the painful reality of child 
abuse. We understand the devastating damage done to a child's growth when abused 
within an academic or athletic setting. As an organization, we must take intentional 
measures to protect our children. 

This policy is designed to provide safety and openness: to provide protection for our 
children while maintaining an atmosphere that welcomes all. By providing many sports 
with supervisory responsibilities and screening requirements, we are striving to meet the 
needs of today’s youth. By developing and implementing safety procedures and 
precautions, we are trying to ensure that the growth and development of our children is 
not disrupted by the preventable evil of child abuse. 

This policy will: 

1. Establish a procedure for reducing the risk of child abuse which is consistent with the 
law; 

2. Establish minimum guidelines for educating our members and staff about child abuse; 
3. Establish a procedure for reporting and responding to allegations of abuse 
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4. Do everything reasonable to assure a healthy and safe environment where everyone 
can enjoy athletics. 

This comprehensive plan presents procedures for Screening, Supervision, and Response. 

These procedures are the minimum necessary precautions for protecting children. NYAA 
will endeavor to monitor updates and recommendations by the NYAA Board of Directors 
and may modify these procedures. 

DEFINITIONS 

“NYAA”: The Northwestern Youth Athletic Association, PO Box 7, New Tripoli PA 18066. 
www.nyaatigers.org. 

“Adult”: a person 18 years of age or older or out of high school. 

“Child”: any person under the age of 18 or still in high school 

“Staff Person”: any person employed, appointed by or volunteering with the NYAA as a 
coach or director. 

“The Two-Adult Rule”: a standard that requires that at any NYAA activity there will be at 
least two UNRELATED adults present. Two related people may serve together, but a third 
person should be present as well. This may include the presence of an adult “roamer” 
who moves in and out of rooms/activity areas. 

“Children's Activity”: any activity or program sponsored by NYAA in which children are 
under the supervision of staff persons. 

“We”: NYAA. 

“Child abuse”: as defined under Pennsylvania Child Protective Services Law means any 
of the following: 

(I) Any recent act or failure to act by a perpetrator which causes non-accidental serious 
physical injury to a child under 18 years of age. 
(ii) Any act or failure to act by a perpetrator which causes non-accidental serious mental 
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injury to or sexual abuse or sexual exploitation of a child under 18 years of age. 
(iii) Any recent act, failure to act or series of acts or failures to act by a perpetrator which 
creates an imminent risk of serious physical injury to or sexual abuse or sexual 
exploitation of a child under 18 years of age. 
(iv) Serious physical neglect by a perpetrator constituting prolonged or repeated lack of 
supervision or the failure to provide essentials of life, including adequate medical care, 
which endangers a child's life or development or impairs the child's functioning. 

“Crisis Management Team”: a group of individuals to include the parents, legal counsel, 
medical, psychological or counseling representative and others as deemed necessary. 
This group shall be a standing group appointed as needed by the NYAA Board of 
Directors, and the NYAA President or Legal Council will act as the point of contact 
(contact information via www.nyaatigers.org). 

SCREENING PROCEDURES & Background Check Info (for coaches & volunteers): 

The State of Pennsylvania passed new legislation requiring any adult applying for an 
unpaid position as a volunteer who will have direct contact with children to obtain 
background checks/clearances. The new requirements are effective July 1, 2015. If you 
are a Northwestern Youth Athletic Association (NYAA) Volunteer in any capacity, you are 
required to obtain the following clearances every 60-months: 

Pennsylvania State Police Criminal Record Check (PSP) 

Child Abuse History Clearance from the Pennsylvania Department of Human Services 
(Child Abuse). 

A fingerprint based Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) criminal history- if the volunteer 
has lived outside the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in the last ten years. Volunteers 
who are not required to obtain the FBI Clearance because they have been a continuous 
resident of Pennsylvania for the past ten years must swear or affirm in writing that they 
are not disqualified from service. 

Outlined below, you will find the cost of the clearances: 

Pennsylvania State Police (PSP) Criminal Record Check: $0.00 (or reimbursable) 

Pennsylvania Child Abuse History Clearance (Child Abuse): $0.00 (or reimbursable) 
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FBI Criminal Background check through PA Dept. of Human Services: $27.50 
(reimbursable by NYAA) 

If you work/volunteer for a school district, human services organization, etc., and already 
have the required clearances and they are less than 60-months old, you do not have to 
complete this process until within 60-months of the date of the most recent clearance. If 
you previously obtained clearances but they are more than 60-months old, you have until 
July 1, 2016 to complete the process. 

While volunteers will be responsible for completing and paying for the clearances up front, 
NYAA will reimburse/credit volunteers when they provide proof of the required clearances. 
This new process will replace all other background check processes previously required 
by NYAA and its leagues. NYAA will not reimburse for clearances already secured for 
other jobs or volunteer services and that pre-date this notification of June 1, 2015. 

The Child Abuse, PSP and FBI clearances can all be applied for and paid for 
electronically. The FBI clearance also requires a fingerprint submission. Once all 
clearances are obtained, you will receive certificates that you MUST provide copies to 
NYAA for compliance to the requirement as well as for reimbursement/credit. All NYAA 
Volunteers are asked to begin the clearance process before the start of a season as it 
could take several weeks to secure all the required clearances. 

Please go to the following websites to complete the clearance process: 

Pennsylvania State Police (PSP) Criminal Record Check 
https://epatch.state.pa.us/Home.jsp 

Pennsylvania Child Abuse History Clearance (Child Abuse) 
https://www.compass.state.pa.us/CWIS 

FBI Criminal Background check through PA Dept. of Human Services (if you haven't lived 
in PA for 10 yrs) https://www.identogo.com 

Information on the new requirements pertaining to Child Abuse Clearances can also be 
found at www.KeepKidsSafe.PA.gov. 

These clearances are required for ALL NYAA volunteers. 
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Volunteers need to provide certificates of clearance, to their respective sport Director. 

NYAA, due to the State requirement, will reimburse/credit all volunteers who provide proof 
that they have secured the required clearances/affidavits. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact a member of our Executive 
Board 

OPERATIONAL/SUPERVISION PROCEDURES 

The second step to providing a place of safety for children is conscientious and intentional 
supervision. These procedures are designed to reduce the possibility of abuse to children 
and to protect persons from unwarranted accusations. These are minimum standards. 
Each sport may adopt more stringent standards as necessary. 

1. Minimum supervisory standards include the “Two-Adult Rule.” The “Two-Adult Rule” 
standard not only helps provide a safe environment for the children, it also provides 
volunteers with more encouragement, creativity, and flexibility. 

2. Each room or enclosed space, when applicable, where activities are held shall have a 
window in the door or the door shall be left open. All sports should occur in open 
view. 

RESPONSE PLAN 

Once an incident of child abuse occurs or an allegation is made, it is crucial that it be 
dealt with speedily and in a clearly outlined manner. The person who observes alleged 
abuse or to whom such abuse is reported shall report the incident immediately to the staff 
person in charge of the children's activity. The staff person in charge of the children's 
activity in which the alleged abuse was observed or disclosed shall obtain necessary 
information such as the name of the alleged victim and his/her address and family 
information. 

If the allegation is against a NYAA staff person or if it occurred in the course of an NYAA 
activity, the staff person in charge of the activity will contact the NYAA Board who will 
mobilize the Crisis Management Team. The Crisis Management Team will then make the 
initial contact with the Pennsylvania Childline & Abuse Registry (1-800-932-0313). The 
staff person will also contact the Child's guardian(s) immediately and an in-person 
meeting arranged as soon as practical. (A 24-hour time frame suggested for reporting). 

Updated February 2025 



If the allegation concerns activities or persons outside any relationship to an NYAA related 
event or activity, the staff person will contact the NYAA Board who will mobilize the Crisis 
Management Team. The Crisis Management team will then make the initial contact with 
the Pennsylvania Childline & Abuse Registry (1-800-932-0313). An example of this would 
be a child telling a coach about abuse by a relative during the prior year. (24 hour 
maximum time frame suggested for reporting) 

Persons who are the objects of the report shall refrain from all coaching, staff or other 
volunteer activities until the incident report is resolved. NYAA Board members will take 
responsibility for informing the person they are to be removed from coaching, staff or 
volunteer activities and inform them of steps to be taken in the investigation. In any 
removal of a person from any coaching, staff or volunteer activities, care should be taken 
to handle this in a discreet manner, recognizing that an investigation is still being 
conducted. 
A quick, compassionate and unified response to an alleged incident of child abuse is 
expected. All allegations will be taken seriously. In all cases of reported or observed 
abuse in a sport, the entire organizational arm of that activity shall be at the service of all 
official investigating agencies. 

The NYAA Board President, or his/her designee, is the only person authorized to make 
statements to representatives of the media. All requests for statements should be directed 
to the NYAA Board President. Training in how to handle media requests should be a 
regular part of staff training. A spirit of cooperation in helping the media find the “official 
spokesperson” is often helpful. 

LIGHTNING POLICY 

When thunder rolls, go indoors. 

NYAA Lightning Policy Chain of Command / Responsibility for Removing Athletes  

1. The responsibility for removing athletes from the practice/game area in a timely 
manner lies with the head coach of the NYAA team(s). If the head coach is not 
present, an assistant coach will assume responsibility. 

2. During game days, the Director, Coaching Staff, member of the Executive Board or 
officiating staff has responsibility for clearing the fields. 

Criteria for Evacuation of the Practice/Game Area 
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The NYAA policy will be as follows: 

1. The NYAA Coach or Director/Officer will inform the visiting team of NYAA's policy 
with regards to lightning during pregame warm-ups if weather conditions warrant. 

2. The NYAA Coach/Director/Officer will monitor impending conditions, will watch for 
lightning and listen for thunder, and will be responsible for determining when the 
fields are to be cleared. 

3. When thunder or lightning are detected or imminent, the NYAA 
Coach/Director/Officer will alert all players and spectators and suspend all 
games/practices. 

4. Everyone must evacuate to a safe structure or location. A safe structure at NYAA 
would be defined as either inside the NYAA Clubhouse /garage /school 
building/church (e.g., a solid structure). The exterior of a structure and the pavilion 
area(s) are not safe areas and these areas should be cleared. Everyone who is 
not inside one of these structures should be sent to their vehicle. A vehicle is 
considered safe if it is fully enclosed with a hard metal roof, rubber tires, and 
completely closed windows. Persons should not touch the sides of the vehicle! 
Convertible and "soft-top" vehicles and golf carts do not provide a high level of 
protection and cannot be considered safe from lightning. 

5. Persons should avoid using plumbing facilities and land-line telephones during a 
thunderstorm. 

6. If unable to reach safe shelter, persons should stay away from the tallest trees or 
objects (i.e. light poles, flag poles, etc.), metal objects (i.e. fences, bleachers, etc.), 
individual trees, standing pools of water, and open fields. Persons should avoid 
being the highest object in an open field (crouching is recommended in this event). 

7. In situations where thunder and/or lightning may or may not be present, yet 
someone feels his/her hair stand on end and skin tingle, LIGHTNING IS 
IMMINENT! Therefore, all persons should assume the "lightning-safe" position as 
described above. 

8. In situations where a lightning detection or warning system is operating, all 
coaches, directors and participants must follow posted procedures. 

9. A cellular and/or portable remote phone is a safe alternative to land-line phones, if 
the person and the antenna are located within a safe structure or location, and if 
all other precautions are followed. 

10. All individuals should have the right to leave a site or activity, without fear of 
repercussions or penalties, in order to seek a safe structure or location if they feel 
that they are in danger from impending lightning activity. 

Criteria for Safe Return to the Practice/Game Area 
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1. Personnel should not return to the practice/game area until twenty (20) minutes 
have passed since the last lightning flash or the lightning detector indicates that 
lightning is greater than 20 miles away. 

2. Each time lightning is observed and/or thunder is heard, the "20-minute clock" is to 
be reset. 

3. Blue skies in the local area and/or a lack of rainfall are not adequate reasons to 
breach the 20-minute return-to-play rule. Lightning can strike up to ten (10) miles 
away from the rain shaft of a storm. 

Thank you for your support! 
Northwestern Youth Athletic Association 
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